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Dear families and students: 
  
I trust that you are well and enjoying the arrival of spring though the weather may 
have you thinking that it is still winter.  As we enter the spring season our thoughts 
turn to the activities that will take us through these next few months and into the 
summer and the activities in which our children will be involved.  In the next month 
or so, our Community Resource Development will put out the schedule and 
description of summer opportunities for our students.  I strongly encourage you to 
review and consider submitting an application for your child to attend our summer 
program as they offer an opportunity for the students to be engaged in fun and 
interesting learning activities. 
  
While we wait to get to the summer months, the staff and students have just started 
trimester three.  Please take the time to review the trimester two report cards that 
were sent home on the 29th and reach out to your child’s School Counselor should 
you have any questions.  Over the next two weeks, teachers and the Student Support 
Team will be reviewing every student’s report card to determine if any support is 
needed and how to best deliver it.  You will be contacted should your child be 
identified as a child in need of additional supports. 
 
I would also like to kindly ask all families to complete the Panorama Survey that you 
received recently.  This is a great opportunity for you to share with us your thoughts 
on our performance.  It is very important for us to hear from you about the areas in 
which you believe we are doing well, and how we may improve to optimize the 
quality of instruction and social and emotional development we are providing to your 
child.  The deadline is April 13, 2018, and it takes approximately 15-20 minutes to 
complete the survey.  Please respond; your opinion matters to us. 
  
Lastly, I want to thank everyone who helped organize, those who participated, and 
everyone who attended our very successful Brophy-Fuller-McCarthy Chili Cook-Off.  
This was a great opportunity for the community of the three schools to come 
together to get to know one another, share our cultural experiences, and build 
community. And on top of all of that, we also ate well for the afternoon. 
I thank you for your continued support and collaboration. 
  
Jose Duarte 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Congratulations to Ms. 
Ana Paula Viegas and 
Ms. Laurette Hakar for 
being recognized with 
the You Are Special 
Award at the Salute to 
Framingham dinner.  

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

Fuller Middle School Students participated in 
the first, annual March Math Madness middle 
school math competition at the Framingham 
Public Library this past Thursday 
evening.  Special congratulations go out to the 
following enthusiastic and motivated 
participants: 

FALCON ACHIEVEMENTS 

Lime  Kaynan Procopio 
Opal  Maria Muniz 
Tangerine  Angelina Feudo 
Platinum  Juliebeth Rosario 
Blue  Alicia Fonseca 
Green  Haley Hein 
Crimson  Shayla Boconzaca 
Gold  Perla Nunez Rivera, Reynan de Assis, Luis Jimenez 
Specials  Carol Santos, Isabella Moshe, Ma’Rya McNeil 

March Falcons of the Month 

March Math Madness 

Abigail Fishman Clara Noggle  
Joaquin Erasquin Ethan Pham 
Nathan Shishko Shayline Maia 
Jamie Feudo  Gabrielle Zukarem 
Tessa Harrison 

Each Framingham middle school brought several teams of three students each.  Our teams solved 
some mighty challenging problems, and our third team came “this close” to winning the final round. 
Everyone left the library with smiles and pride in their accomplishments  
 



RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

6TH GRADE 
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We are so excited for the warm weather! However, changing bodies, locker combinations, 
and long walks to specials often make the transition to middle school a tough one. Spring 
can be a great opportunity for parents to check-in on the success of their students without 
letting the year get away. Trimester 3 has just begun and all students have an A+. In order to 
help students be the best they can be, 6th grade teachers would like to suggest the 
following 6 steps to success: 
 
Offer hands on Guidance 
Parents can give generous guidance, including monitoring their homework, while 
remembering that it’s their homework, not yours. You can help by asking questions that 
lead her to her own solutions. 
 
Help keep them organized 
Organization is the key to middle-school success. Help your child develop a system to keep 
track of important papers. 
Make sure your child has – and uses – the Fuller Falcon planner to keep track of 
assignments. Many teachers give students time to start class by writing in the planner. 
Make sure your child has a pencil for class. 
 
Help with time management 
Make sure your child refers to her day planner/calendar on a regular basis.  
Teach them to divide up their work over the number of days allotted for the assignment. 
This will create smaller, manageable subtasks out of the larger, more daunting tasks.  
 
Help with study skills 
Your student can practice active learning when studying – highlighting his notes, using Post-
its to mark key textbook passages, making study cards, and mapping and diagramming 
concepts. 
Some students focus better in the morning, others at night. Help your child find the times 
that his efforts will be most effective. 
 
Reach out to Teachers 
Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher via phone or even email. It’s never too 
late to meet with the team. 
 
Cited: https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/succeeding-in-middle-school/ 

 
As the weather warms up and another vacation approaches, it will be important for parents 
and teachers to stay engaged with their students’ learning and to be willing to help out 
whenever and wherever we can. MCAS is approaching, and the teachers are busy 
supporting our students, practicing test taking skills, and reviewing curriculum. Lastly, 
please make sure your student has a pencil for class!  
 



7th GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

As Trimester 3 begins, the Tangerine and Platinum math classes are preparing for next year’s 
math classes. How so, do you ask? Just as 7th grade Math has two levels, Accelerated and 
Standard, 8th grade math has two levels. In 8th grade, a student’s math class is one of two 
levels: Integrated Algebra or Algebra 1. Integrated Algebra is the standard 8th grade 
curriculum while Algebra 1 is a high school level math course that students can take in 8th 
grade. 
 
In preparation for placement, students recently took the IOWA assessment - an assessment 
that tests a student’s aptitude for algebraic concepts. The concepts include: interpreting 
graphs and definitions, translating English to algebraic symbols, finding rules and patterns, 
and understanding how symbols and variables can change in algebra. Students’ results of this 
assessment, along with their current grades, attendance record, homework completion, 
effort and work habits, Winter MAP score, and teacher recommendation determine in which 
course they will be placed for next year.  
 
Once a course placement has been determined for each student, a letter will be sent home 
to the families notifying them of their placement. The slip should be signed and returned to 
school to confirm that the family is aware of the placement. All students who are 
recommended to be placed into the Algebra 1 course will later be notified of an assignment 
that will need to be completed to confirm placement. If you should have any questions about 
the process please feel free to contact Ms. Damiani (adamiani@framingham.k12.ma.us) or 
Ms. Penaloza (epenaloza@framingham.k12.ma.us). 
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Fuller-McCarthy-Brophy Chili Cook-Off 
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8TH GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

The eighth grade Blue and Green students continue to grow and develop their skills as we 
enter the third trimester of the school year.  As teachers, we continue to show our 
commitment to our kids by recognizing their efforts and celebrating them in meaningful and 
fun ways.  Please ask your child about the team raffles from the “boxes” and the “teacher 
discretion prizes,” which are new this year.   
 
Students who were accepted to Keefe Tech for high school had a welcome meeting with 
members of the Keefe staff.  Our eager and excited eighth graders were able to spend some 
time with classmates who are now part of the incoming freshman class.  All students who 
attended the meeting left with new Keefe t-shirts so they can proudly show their school 
spirit. 
 
With winter coming to an end and April break just around the bend, our students continue to 
prepare for the approaching MCAS tests that will begin soon after we return from Spring 
recess.  All teachers are mindful of the skills students need to practice and are incorporating 
them in their regular lessons. 
 
Next, Science classes completed a major science project about the Periodic Table of 
Elements. Each student became an expert on one element from the table, and demonstrated 
their learning in a way that best met their own style.  Students choose from options such as 
songs, poems, Facebook pages, most wanted or informational posters or PowerPoint 
presentations as they showcased their knowledge. 
Lastly, in both ELA and social studies classes, the students are developing important research 
skills by examining databases, websites, and conducting interviews.  In addition, they are 
using NoodleTools as the digital platform to collect, store, and analyze the information 
gathered. Once the research phase is over, students will either write papers that have 
synthesized the material or create digital presentations.  We’re excited that the students are 
expanding their abilities and utilizing the avenues available to them. 
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CRIMSON TEAM 
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During the month of March, the Crimson Team has been working hard to prepare for the 
future! Our eighth graders have been applying and interviewing with high school 
representatives and taking that extra step to stay focused and motivated during the last few 
months of school. Many of our students have been accepted to Keefe Technical High School 
and received certificates and t-shirts to congratulate their successes. All of our Crimson 
students have been preparing for MCAS in the Spring and refining their skills in order to do their 
very best on the test. Those taking an alternate route have demonstrated their skills in math, 
English, and science, and  they have reflected upon their hard work through self-evaluation.  
 
Students displayed their vocational skills by creating a menu, decorating the cafe, and using 
their culinary skills to host another delicious Falcon Cafe! The Crimson Team also contributed to 
the Penny for Patients drive which supports Leukemia and Lymphoma research. Our students 
also donated to the Cradles to Crayons drive to ensure our neediest members of the 
community have warm clothes. 
 
It is hard to believe we are finally in the final session of the Aviator’s club that our Crimson 
students have enjoyed so much. They continue to improve their social and life skills by working 
together in fun and educational groups after school.  

MARCH MATH MADNESS 

Fuller Middle School Students participated in the first, annual March Math Madness middle 
school math competition at the Framingham Public Library this past Thursday evening.  Special 
congratulations go out to the following enthusiastic and motivated participants: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each Framingham middle school brought several teams of three students each.  Our teams 
solved some mighty challenging problems, and our third team came “this close” to winning 
the final round. Everyone left the library with smiles and pride in their accomplishments  
 
 

Abigail Fishman 
Joaquin Erasquin 
Nathan Shishko 
Jamie Fuedo 
Tessa Harrison 

Clara Noggle 
Ethan Chan 
Shayline Maia 
Gabrielle Zukarem 
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Students in Mrs. Machado’s class are exploring numbers everywhere, nouns, verbs and 
prepositions. They also are understanding how was life in Colonial America and the role of 
slavery in the colonies. Also, Chromebooks  are used as much as possible in all classes. 
Another important topic students are learning is about plagiarism and how to avoid it.  
Students were very busy during the month of February !  They generated the Classroom 
Essential Agreement together. Giving them the opportunity to take ownership over the 
classroom environment helped them to understand the power of a collaboration. 
Additionally, every  day and in each block students are stimulate to get engaged exploring 
positive mindset growth. They are exploring about famous people that despite their failures, 
they have found success. The main objective for this activity is to get students engaged and 
motivated to try their full potential in school. 
During classes students are using academic conversations to express facts and opinions 
about the topics.  
We are also very excited to begin to explore another new technology advantage called 
NewsELA with Ms. Gillin, Ms. Varga and Ms. O’Neil. In our Social Studies courses these 
articles answer all our essential questions about progress, advancement and the right of 
control and power. We are excited to read this articles at our English level.  

GOLD 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

Students in Ms. Figueiredo’s class seeing her 
suitcase of new YA books that she brought 
back from Brazil. 



STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM 
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In May, Fuller’s Student Support Team will implement SBIRT through the use of  an 
interview‐based screening for substance use for all 7th grade students. We will use the 
CRAFFT screening tool. This is the most common screening tool currently in use in 
Massachusetts. Student screening sessions will be brief (approximately 5 minutes) and will 
be conducted by a member of the SBIRT team (school counselors, nurse, social worker, 
psychologist, student success coach), confidentiality in private, one‐on‐one sessions. 
  
All students will receive some educational material and a resource list at the time of the 
screening. Students who are not using substances will have their healthy choices 
reinforced by the screener. The screener will provide brief feedback to any student who 
reports using substances, or is at risk for future substance use. Results of the screening 
will not be included in your child's school record, nor will they be shared with any staff 
other than the SBIRT Team.   
  
Screenings will be conducted in May.  As with any school screening, parents have the right 
to opt their child out of this screening. A letter will be sent home to parents with more 
information.  Screening is voluntary and students may choose not to answer any or all of 
the screening questions.   
  
Research shows that parents’ influence is the number one reason young people decide not 
to drink alcohol. One way to prevent youth substance use is to talk with your child about 
your family’s thoughts and expectations regarding substance use. Together, schools and 
families can make a difference for the youth in Framingham. 
 

At Fuller Middle School, we care about the health 
and well-being of your child.  We know that you 
want the best resources for your child and the 
young people in our community. The MetroWest 
Adolescent Health Survey data consistently shows 
that a small number of middle school students 
experiment with alcohol, marijuana and other 
drugs. By the end of high school, many more 
students report substance use. In May, we are 
piloting “Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral 
to Treatment” (SBIRT), a state mandated screening 
program designed to identify middle school 
students who are at risk for substance use.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dNbzYqcpcl9Oq5-n5yD-LpZFYXLK-zMB/view
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UNIFIED ARTS 

In Señora Nocera's Spanish classes, the students 
continue to make wonderful progress in their 
language acquisition. In grade 8 class. the students 
have been learning about great artists  of the 
Spanish-speaking world. They can distinguish 
between the works of El Greco, Goya, Picasso, Frida 
Kahlo, Velazquez and  Botero. They have made their 
own versions of a masterwork of art, and are 
presenting a brief description of their work , in 
Spanish. Next, they will begin their artist project, 
focusing on one painter. 
 
Grade six classes are learning about the family 
vocabulary, the verb To Have, and the possessives. 
They really like our songs "Mi-tu-Su" and "Tengo una 
familia Grande". 
 In the seventh grade classes, students continue to learn how to express their likes and dislikes in 

Spanish. We have had a lot of fun watching the new film "Coco" episodically.It is set in Mexico and 
deals with the celebration of The Day of the Dead, which we study. We set the film to have Spanish 
subtitles, which can be done at home, too, as superb language 
reinforcement. 
Soon, seventh graders will choose an athlete of hispanic heritage about whom to write a report or do 
a project. 
 
In World Cultures classes, we are studying the fascinating culture of Spain. The students made tactile 
maps of Spain , using Play-doh. They have learned about flamenco, the Tomatina, Las Fallas, and 
Pamplona's Running of the Bulls festivals, They have worked with geography on the map of Spain and 
its islands. 
 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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MARCH CIRUCLATIONS 
2016: 229 
2017: 314 
2018: 340 
 
2017-2018 Circulations to Date: 3309 
2016-2017 Entire Year: 2799 
2015-2016 Entire Year: 1849 

LIBRARY RESEARCH 

Spanish and French classes are 
new additions to the list of 
classes doing research in the 
library. They join SAGE, ELA 7, 
ELA 8, and social studies 8. 

SUMMER READING NEWS 

Fuller Middle School will be welcoming award winning children’s and 
YA author, Matt de la Peña in November. He will be addressing the 
Fuller student body. Framingham Public Schools is working with 
Framingham State to coordinate this unique event. As a result, Fuller 
students will be studying de la Peña as part of their summer reading. 
More details will be coming soon. 

March brings good news and bad news. Through 
March, the library has circulated more books 
than all of last year and nearly double the 
previous year.  That’s great news. 
 
The bad news is that, as we head into the final 
stretch of the year, I am seeing fewer circulations 
than before. Some of this can be attributed to 
the mistaken belief that there aren’t any new 
books. It’s true that it is unlikely that a large 
order of new books will come in before the end 
of the year, but the number of books that have 
been added to the collection this year is 
impressive.  Please remind your child that they 
can visit the library any time throughout the day 
to check out a book (with a pass), especially if 
their ELA classes do not visit the library regularly.  
 
The importance of reading cannot be stressed 
enough. I’ve included an informational graphic to 
help illustrate the benefits of a consistent reading 
program. Remember to always think of 20 
minutes as a good start. Often 20 minutes will 
hook a reader, and they will want to read more. 



 

31 FLAGG DRIVE 
FRAMINGHAM, MA  01462 

508-620-4956 
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